
Bask in a retrospective of the  
great singer Kathleen Ferrier,  
and be thrilled by glamorous 
performances from the English 
National Ballet Company and 
Orchestra. Dance the night away 
to the barnstorming tones of soul 
icons Martha Reeves and the 
Vandellas, and be amazed at 
Handel Nights in the Roman  
Baths. There�s storytelling and 
contemporary music from Scottish 
composer Judith Weir, folk from 
Eddi Reader and The Unthanks, 
world music and dancing from 
Georgia, and an incredible  

line up of jazz greats, including 
David Murray and The Gwo-Ka 
Masters and the legendary  
Booker T.
All this and a celebration  
of Chopin�s 200th birthday, 
Stravinsky�s music theatre  
piece The Soldier�s Tale, Adrian 
Mitchell�s play about Erik Satie... 
...you have to be here, it�s the  
non-stop party to kick-start  
the summer.
Joanna MacGregor 
Artistic Director

Welcome
from Joanna MacGregor

We�ve got another 
stupendous programme  
for you! We�re celebrating  
all that�s best in music, from 
world music to classical,  
from hot soul to cool jazz.

Play Me, I�m Yours
Citywide
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Seek out the public and hidden 
pianos and play away to your 
heart�s content! 
From Wednesday 19 May to 
Sunday 6 June, ten pianos will be 
placed in different sites around 
Bath, available for anyone to play  
� from budding concert pianist to 
one-handed chopsticks. 
Why not tour round and play all  
of them? Record yourself playing 
and upload to YouTube, or log  
your open air performance  
www.bathpianos.com These 
pianos are for everyone, so, Play 
Them, They�re Yours.
Supported by 
Roper Family Charitable Trust

Bath Festivals are presenting the street pianos 
project �Play Me, I�m Yours� by artist Luke Jerram

4



Emma Halnan �ute 
Hristo Dushev marimba 
Kerem Hasan piano
Marie Oka violin
Verity Jacklin trumpet

A deliciously sparky lunchtime 
concert, performed by bubbly 
young musicians from the 
celebrated Purcell School. With 
music from Mozart�s Rondo  
Alla Turca to Brazilian afro-
samba, take an hour out of your 
hectic life to experience the 
energetic, fresh virtuosity of 
tomorrow�s stars. 

Suitable for an audience  
of all ages.

£8 
Concessions available  
(see page 51)

Guildhall 1�2pm

Young Players
Purcell School  

of Life
The Rhythm 

Stravinsky wrote there were two vital 
ingredients to music � melody and dance. 
There�s always plenty of tunefulness in our 
programming, and this year Bath International 
Music Festival has a special focus on the 
power of dance, particularly ballet: the 
romance and sweeping drama, the onstage 
glamour and backstage stories.

We�re thrilled to welcome, for the �rst time, English 
National Ballet. Their full orchestra will present a 
sublime evening of major ballet scores, with �lm and 
narration (page 11), and the principal dancers of the 
company perform both classical and contemporary 
choreography in the beautiful setting of Bath Abbey 
(pages 34-35). There�s a workshop for children, and  
a ballet masterclass with English National Ballet�s 
Artistic Director Wayne Eagling (page 10); three 
amazing �lms (pages 44-45) and folk rhythms from 
the singers and dancers of the great Georgian Rustavi 
Ensemble (page 7), as well as a chance to hear 
Chopin�s homage to the soul of Polish dance in his 
Complete Mazurkas (page 39). Finally, don�t miss 
Stravinsky�s The Soldier�s Tale (page 40), a 
groundbreaking mix of music, drama and dance.

Mark your dance card, pick up your  
dancing shoes: this year is a treat!

More dance  
(pages 7, 10, 11, 34-35, 39, 40, 44-45)

The Rhythm of Life:  
Bath Abbey 7.30pm

Rustavi Ensemble
Songs and dances for work and war, spectacular 
costumes, the ancient, polyphonic singing of 
Georgia, and gloriously rich voices all 
characterise the Rustavi Ensemble from Tblisi. 

For Bath, Rustavi brings a specially selected 
group of dancers to perform national and 
regional traditional dances. Their striking  
red, black and gold costumes, elaborate 
choreography and brilliant singing start  
the Festival with a stunning feast of music  
and dance. 

Dancing on their toes without blocks, the men�s 
dances are executed with virtuoso technique 
whilst the woman almost appears to �y. The 
dances display the warrior-like temperament  
of Georgian knights, soldiers and peasants; 
highlighting the beauty of Georgian culture, 
folklore and history.

Over their forty year existence, Rustavi have 
established themselves as the leading Georgian 
choir and dance group, performing at major 
events in over 60 countries: from the opening  
of this year�s Champion�s League in Rome,  
to Carnegie Hall and the Royal Albert Hall. 

Rustavi brings the passionate, exhilarating 
culture of Georgia to the splendour of  
Bath Abbey. 

£25, £20, £15, £12, £8 
Concessions available (see page 51) 
Restricted views apply

More dance  
(pages 6, 10, 11, 34-35, 39, 40, 44-45)

7Wednesday  
26 May

Wednesday 26 May

Dance



Guildhall 11am�12.15pm 

Ballet Workshop
The Rhythm of Life: 

Masterclass with Wayne Eagling 
The Rhythm of Life: 
Guildhall 2.30�3.30pm 

As part of the Festival�s special focus on  
dance, English National Ballet take over the 
Guildhall to offer youngsters the chance to  
enter the world of ballet. 

Open to children of any ability between six and 
eleven � and particularly those who�ve never tried 
it before � the one hour workshop will offer a  
fun, world class introduction to ballet. Mums and 
Dads are welcome to watch from the sidelines. 

Dance shoes or bare feet are �ne � just come  
and enjoy yourself. 

£6 
Or £10 for Ballet workshop & masterclass
Places are limited, so book early.

English National Ballet�s Director Wayne  
Eagling, himself a world famous dancer and 
choreographer, will coach two dancers in a 
classical pas de deux in front of a Bath audience.

£6
Or £10 for Ballet workshop & masterclass

More dance  
(pages 6, 7, 11, 34-35, 39, 40, 44-45)

11Saturday 29 May

The Rhythm of Life:  
The Orchestra of English 

Gavin Sutherland conductor

Proko�ev Romeo and  
Juliet Suite (excerpts)
Rimsky Korsakov  
Scheherazade (excerpts)
Rachmaninov Elegy, Oriental 
Sketch, Theme and Variations
Weber Le Spectre de La Rose 
Tchaikovsky Swan Lake Act IV

With visuals and narration

Bath�s Art Deco Forum is  
the venue for a fabulously 
glamorous evening celebrating 
the power of dance, with �lm 
clips and narration. 

The Orchestra of English 
National Ballet makes its debut at 
Bath International Music Festival 
with some of the greatest ballet 

music ever written, from the jazzy 
swagger of The Montagues and 
Capulets in Proko�ev�s Romeo 
and Juliet to the heart-rending 
climax of Tchaikovsky�s Swan 
Lake. The programme also 
includes a tribute to the music  
of Diaghilev�s groundbreaking 
Ballets Russes company, 
twinning the exotic tales of A 
Thousand and One Nights in 
Scheherazade with Nijinsky�s 
most famous solo, immortalized 
in Le Spectre de la Rose.

A blissful evening, dipping into 
the impossibly romantic world  
of classical ballet. 
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4pm Little Theatre 
Ballets Russes (U)
(page 44)

Film

The Forum 7.30pm 

Don�t miss the principal dancers 
of the English National Ballet 
performing at Bath Abbey on 
Saturday 5 June (pages 34-35)

£30, £25, £20, £15, £10 
Concessions available  
(see page 51)

More dance (pages 6, 7, 10,  
34-35, 39, 40, 44-45)

National Ballet 
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Acoustic Ladyland & Led Bib
Pavilion 2pm

Led Bib
Chris Williams alto sax
Pete Grogan alto sax 
Toby McLaren  
Rhodes and piano 
Liran Donin  
electric and stand up bass 
Mark Holub drums

Already tipped as the ones  
to watch, Led Bib achieved 
widespread recognition when 
Sensible Shoes became one of 
the Mercury Music Albums of 
the Year 2009. Relentlessly 
dodging de�nition, Led Bib is 
both a maverick jazz band and 
an unlikely rock quintet. 

This Walthamstow-based  
�ve piece of twenty-
somethings pride themselves 
on side-stepping convention, 
with incendiary results.

�Rarely have two saxes, 
keyboard, bass and drums 
sounded so dangerous  
yet so compelling�
Observer Music Monthly ****

Acoustic Ladyland
Pete Wareham saxophones
Chris Sharkey guitar
Ruth Goller bass
Seb Rochford drums

With a new line up and rave 
reviews for their third album, 
the leaders of the British jazz 
renaissance return to Bath. 
When Acoustic Ladyland�s full 
throttle, punk infused jazz 
improve �rst hit the scene it 
sparked off a revolution and 
marked a new era of adventure, 
inspiring a wave of exciting 
young bands. 

To witness Acoustic Ladyland 
playing live is to witness 
something monumental; the 
revamped rhythm section of 
Ruth and Seb relish every 
second of their locked down 
grooves, whilst Chris and Pete 
cut, thrust and goad each other 
to push ever further at their 
boundaries. 

�Is it jazz? Is It punk? Who 
knows, and indeed, who 
cares? Living With A Tiger  
sees them in rampant form�
NME

Pavilion £12 in advance 
Or entry with Jazz Pass 
Concessions available  
(see page 51)

Booker T + support
Pavilion Doors 8pm

The super-cool sound of 
Booker T�s soulful Hammond 
B3 heads up Saturday night. 
After 40 years in the business, 
Booker T. Jones is still turning 
out unforgettable funk 
melodies and playing major 
festivals the world over. 

His sharp new quartet keep 
him on the edge, churning out 
modern classics every bit as 
memorable as Green Onions. 
Born in Tennessee, Booker T 
started work at the world 
famous Stax records, quickly 
rising up the ranks to lead the 
house band. With his Memphis 
Group cohorts Steve Cropper, 
Donald �Duck� Dunn and Al 
Jackson, Jones laid out the 
blueprint for the fabled Stax 
sound and reaped his own 
rewards with a string of hits 
that frequently crossed over  
to the pop charts.

�Booker T. Jones brilliantly 
updates the Memphis R&B 
instrumental sound that made 
him famous�the material 
could be vintage Booker, but 
the execution is entirely fresh 
and organic � timeless.� 
San Francisco Chronicle

£17.50 in advance
£20 on the door
Standing event, limited  
seating available 
Or entry with Jazz Pass
Concessions available  
(see page 51)

Jazz Line-up
Chapel Arts 10.30pm

Partisans 
Julian Joseph presenter

BBC Radio 3 returns to Bath for 
this special recording of Jazz 
Line-Up, featuring a special 
performance by the brilliant UK 
group Partisans. Other Festival 
artists will be making 
appearances � see the Festival 
website for more information.

With four of the UK�s leading 
players, fronted by 
saxophonist Julian Siegel and 
guitarist Phil Robson, Partisans 
combine utterly compelling 
melodies with free-wheeling 
improvisation. 

�One of the most exciting  
all star experimental groups  
in Jazz today� 
BBC Radio 3 Jazz Line Up

Free but booking required 
Ends 12 midnight

Saturday 29 May 12 13Saturday 29 May



Judith Weir  
Love Bade Me Welcome
Thomas Tomkins  
Music Divine, proceeding  
from Above  
Oft did I Marle how in thine Eyes
Christopher Fox  
Hanging Line, Babel
A Spousal Verse 
Thomas Tomkins	 
See, see the Shepherd�s Queen
Too much I once Lamented
Howard Skempton  
Rise up, my Love
He wishes for the  
Cloths of Heaven

James Weeks 
Liebeslied als Geige
Selbstbildnis als Laute
John Ward 
Retire, my Troubled Soul
Come, sable night 
Orlando Gibbons  
The Silver Swan
Michael Finnissy Now
John Wilbye The Lady Oriana
Thomas Weelkes As Vesta was 
from Latmos Hill descending	

A truly imaginative, revelatory 
exploration of the madrigal, by 
candlelight, from the golden age 
of the Elizabethan court right 
through to the best contemporary 
British composers. Exaudi is 
recognised as one of Britain�s 
most exciting young vocal 
ensembles, with a reputation for 
audacious programming and 
high-de�nition performance of 
great vocal repertoire.

�If only more concerts could be 
like this: focused, risky, brilliant.� 
The Times 

£15, £12.50 
Concessions available  
(see page 51)

Judith Weir: Music,  
Untangled (pages 36-37)

Christ Church 8pm 

Exaudi: Music Divine
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Carolyn Dobbin mezzo soprano
David Soar bass baritone
James Southall piano

Programme includes:
Bizet Habanera and Toreador�s  
Song from Carmen
Berlioz Song of the Flea from  
The Damnation of Faust
Gounod Mephistopheles�  
Serenade from Faust
Offenbach Scintille diamant  
from Tales of Hoffmann

A scrumptious feast of singing from two superb 
young stars of Welsh National Opera, performing 
highlights from some of the most popular and 
celebrated 19th century operas. Black tie and 
tiaras optional.

£8
Concessions available (see page 51)

Welsh National  
Opera Artists

Django Bates 
BelovŁd Bird
Celebrating Bird:  
The Triumph of  
Charlie Parker

Django Bates piano
Peter Bruun drums
Petter Eldh double bass 

This year�s special jazz �lm afternoon celebrates 
the music of one of the most famous jazz 
musicians of all time, Charlie Parker.

From his �rst appearances in the late 1930s to his 
tragic death at the age of 35, Charlie Parker was 
an unstoppable phenomenon behind the 
explosive American jazz scene.

One of the UK�s most creative jazz composers, 
Django Bates was bitten by Bird�s bug at an early 
stage, recognising that this was �good in the way 
that I knew that food was good. It was nutrition: a 
life force.� His new album BelovŁd Bird pays 
tribute to his hero.

£18 or entry with Jazz Pass
Concessions available (see page 51)

Guildhall 1�2pm Little Theatre 3�5.30pm

Film

Monday 31 May 19Sunday 30 May


