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PRESS RELEASE
For immediate release:
Bath Festivals announces new Chief Executive

Leading arts organisation Bath Festivals is delighted to announce the appointment of a new Chief Executive, Belinda Kidd, who is set to start in November this year. Belinda will be taking on an exciting and demanding role that has responsibility for Bath’s annual International Music Festival, Literature Festival and Festival of Children’s Literature as well as a Box Office and a year-round Learning and Participation programme.  
On her new appointment Belinda commented: “I’m delighted to be involved with such a dynamic and varied set of Festivals and look forward to working with the Artistic Directors and Festival Team to bring the best and most exciting art to Bath. In particular I want to achieve an even higher national profile for the festivals, and to increase opportunities for local people to get involved in what we do and be proud of the success of their Festivals.”

Belinda has a wide range of experience in arts management and currently works for the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic as Programme Director for Liverpool Arts Regeneration Consortium (LARC) – a partnership of eight of the major cultural institutions in Liverpool set up to play a leading role in helping regenerate Merseyside. Past roles include Executive Director at Theatre Royal Stratford East, strategic roles at West Midlands Arts and at Birmingham City Council where she produced a series of major events to celebrate the Millennium. Consultancy work has included contracts with high profile organisations such as Birmingham Hippodrome and Dance Xchange, New Vic Theatre, Arts Council England and the Baring and Paul Hamlyn Foundations.   
Belinda’s long standing interest in festivals has included writing a study on festivals in the South East for South East Arts, working for the Brighton Festivals where she played a key role in securing  £15million lottery funding for the Brighton Dome, running Birmingham’s annual ArtsFest as well as helping to set up Manchester International Festival.    
Bath Festivals are confident that Belinda will build on the success of the organisation. Jane Drabble, Chair of Bath Festivals commented: “Belinda brings a wealth of experience across the arts and she is full of ideas and ambition for the festivals. I’m delighted that she’s going to be joining us and I’m sure she will be an enormous asset to Bath Festivals.”
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About Bath Festivals

· Bath Festivals is a long-established independent arts company with charitable status, producing Bath Literature Festival, Bath International Music Festival and Bath Festival of Children’s Literature. Bath Festivals is the city’s central arts organisation. As well as organising three of Bath’s largest and most successful festivals, Bath Festivals also run a year-round Box Office, which sells tickets for thousands of events throughout the area, working alongside approximately 80 local and national arts organisations, promoters and venues. 

· Bath Festivals also run a year-round Learning and Participation programme, which includes Creative Sound Factory (a series of collective music-making workshops) and the Write Team (a creative writing project for schools).

· Bath Festivals receives core funding from Bath and North East Somerset Council (B&NES) and Arts Council England, as well as support from commercial sponsors, trust funds and private donors.

